
 
Nick Farthing 
As I am always saying “transport knows no boundaries!” and the projects highlighted below, show how a 
commitment to partnership working can bring delivery and benefit to all those concerned and the wider 
community. 
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Recently colleagues at the 
Regional Development Agencies 
SEEDA and Advantage West 
Midlands, the Southampton & 
Fareham Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, HEP, ABP, STC, the 
rail freight companies and other 
stakeholders, have been working 
hard to convince the Government 
to fund the scheme to upgrade the 
tracks and tunnels between 
Southampton-Basingstoke-
Reading-Oxford and beyond, to 
accept onto rail, the higher and 
wider containers now common to 
the world-wide shipping lines. 
 
The scheme has been through the 
necessary channels at Government 
and it is hoped to have a positive 
announcement in the next week or 
so, with works being completed by 
2011 at the latest. As soon as we 
hear, you can rest assured you will 
be the first to know the outcome. 
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Yet more “partnership” involvement, this time encompassing 2 Rail 
Companies (South West Trains and First Great Western Trains) 
and the Councils that align with the rail route from Salisbury-
Southampton, including Romsey, Eastleigh and Hampshire County 
Council. 
 
The Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership aims to encourage 
more people to travel by train, to promote services linking 
Salisbury, Romsey, Chandler’s Ford, Eastleigh, Southampton 
Airport, Southampton Central and all intermediate stations. 
Furthermore, the Group will promote its work via 
www.threeriversrail.com to encourage businesses, local 
communities and volunteers to become more involved in local rail 
stations and services. The Partnership will promote stations as 
gateways to local communities, publicise changes to rail services, 
achieve joint ticketing and promotion of events and tourist 
attractions when accessed by train, reduce traffic congestion and 
do anything that gets more people using and thinking about train 
travel. 
 
A Stakeholder meeting has been arranged for 17th October at the 
Civic Centre Southampton, with registration from 10.30 and the 
meeting lasting from 11.00-1400 with lunch included. Please 
contact me at nick.farthing@dial.pipex.com for further information 
and to register your interest to attend. 
 

I am delighted to have been invited by our Chair, Ros Cassy, to write an 
article for the latest edition of the Partnership news.  
 

This month I am updating on what is happening within the Transport Sector with lots 
of exciting projects already on the boil, together with others filtering through, which 
will all make a significant difference not just to the City, but to the surrounding region 
as well. 
 

 

Withdrawal of the City Clipper bus service  
 
You will have noticed the brand new, environmentally friendly, 
bright yellow buses doing the rounds around the City of 
Southampton, known as the “City Clipper?” 
 

I am very sad to report that despite its innovative approach this project is now no longer running due to 
some of the promised funding not being secured. This is a very disappointing outcome to a project which 
was launched with much enthusiasm only a few months ago. 
 
The buses ceased running on Saturday 13th October and I am sorry to see them go. Over 41000 people 
were carried, without one complaint, nor one cancellation! How many other bus companies can state 
that? 
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October sees the arrival of Southampton’s annual seafood festival, as many of the city’s  
top restaurants and hotels create special menus to get the taste buds tingling and offer  
fabulous discounts on mouth-watering seafood dishes. 
 

The festival is part of Sea City, an annual celebration of Southampton’s unique relationship with the sea 
and promotes and holds many exciting sea-related events, attractions and activities that run in the city 
from April to October. The month-long event promotes the wealth of high quality seafood dishes that are 
available in Southampton’s eateries. Participants include Banana Wharf in Ocean Village, The Platform 
Tavern by Town Quay, P.O.S.H near Oxford Street and La Parisienne in the High Street. 
 

For a full list of the restaurants involved, and what offers are available, please visit www.seacity.co.uk or 
look out for the ‘Guide to the Sea City Seafood Festival 2007’ leaflet. 
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A new deal tying in the Primary Care Trust, 
Southampton City Council and Sustrans has 
enabled Lottery funding to be drawn down to set 
up an Active Travel Officer in the City, aimed at 
encouraging people to walk and cycle in order to 
get fit and active.  
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This is a wonderful opportunity to become involved in 
the forthcoming Lottery bid, to fund a number of 
projects that will, literally, Connect2 communities. The 
Southampton project looks to link St Denys with St 
Marys, using the link adjacent to the river Itchen that 
runs parallel with the railway. Check out 
www.sustransconnect2.org.uk for info and to sign up. 
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More than 150 people with the interests of the city at heart gathered at the City’s Art Gallery on 10th 
September to learn more about the Southampton 2026 vision created after a wide consultation across the 
city. 
The City of Southampton Strategy and the new Discover Southampton Website were launched as well as 
the Southampton Partnership’s own newly refreshed website.  All three promote Southampton as a                       
place of innovation and creativity – past, present and future.  

 
 
Paul Grover Solent Centre for Architecture and Design noted the huge opportunities for Southampton to 
develop its public space creatively and said that the North South spine running between Above Bar and 
Town Quay has the potential to be amongst the best pedestrian spaces in the world. 

 
Denise Barlow from Southampton Chamber of Commerce said 
“We are an industrious and hard working city with a reputation for doing good 
business. Working in partnership is key to ensuring we all pull together for the 
good of Southampton.”   

 
                           
www.discoversouthampton.co.uk is a comprehensive bank of local information, services and useful 
websites about the city. In October there will be a competition on discoversouthampton to test people’s 
knowledge of the city with an overall prize of a big day out in Southampton. See website for details. 
                                  

Local MP and Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills, John 
Denham focussed on the need for the whole city to help in raising aspiration for 
young people and to create opportunities for all 
 
Claire Chidley from COMEDIA City Development picked up this theme using 
examples of how culture and creativity have transformed other places and said “don’t 
forget ordinary people can make extraordinary things happen.” 
 

Ros Cassy chair of Southampton Partnership said “I am 
delighted at the positive response we have had to the long term 
vision for Southampton.  It is now our job to encourage all  
 
 

 

partners to help realise the vision, to work collaboratively for the city;’s success 
and to spread the message that Southampton is a great place to live, work and 
visit.” 
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As part of the ‘Constructing our Future’ 
initiative, year 9 pupils from Quilley 
School of Engineering, Eastleigh and year 
5 pupils from St Denys Primary in 
Southampton visited the Leadbitter 
construction site at Eastleigh College in 
June. 
 
The aim of the visits were to show to the 
pupils all aspects of work involved in a 
construction project – from design, budget 
costing, tender, contractor procurement 
and surveying.   
 
Mike Dorgan, chair of the HEP Building & 
Construction Task Group, is spearheading 
the project and says, “The industry is 
currently facing severe skills shortages, 
with a staggering 23% of workers in 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight aged 
over 55. Even more concerning is that an 
estimated 2500 young people qualified to 
level 3 and above will need to be recruited 
to the industry every year between now 
and 2010 to meet current growth needs.  
Site visits such as those to Eastleigh 
College do not provide a ‘quick fix’ 
solution to the existing skills shortage 
problem, but they go a long way to 
resenting a positive profile of the industry 
and educating young people to the 
diverse range of careers available.” 
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 Southampton is a city rich with history, but like many places, much of this remains hidden, 

sometimes built over, sometimes crowded out of view by modern development. The Solent Centre 
for Architecture + Design, in partnership with Hive Networks and funded by SEEDA  through  Area 
Investment Framework Funding have been working on an exciting new project called ‘Hidden 
Histories’. 
 
The site for the exhibition will be located in and around the proposed ‘Cultural Quarter’ on Above 
Bar Street and reaching down as far as the Bargate. Audio will be delivered via FM radio to 
disposable radios distributed to visitors via the Tourist Information Office and the City Art Gallery. 
Alternatively people can tune in using their own radios or mobile phones. 
 
The experience will track significant moments in the city’s history such as the sinking of the Titanic 
and the events of the Second World War, to the present day and the proposals for the dramatic 
new cultural quarter planned for the Above Bar area. The exhibition will be launched in October 
2007 and is planned continue throughout the coming year. 
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Southampton City Council’s City Patrol Team is celebrating three 
years of success working alongside local police to make 
Southampton a better place to live.  
 
Since 2005, City Patrol’s uniformed officers have been operating 
between 7am and 11pm seven days a week. Their role is to 
respond to complaints about anti-social behaviour on the non-
emergency 101 number, enforce drinking control areas and give 
the public reassurance. They also gather evidence with the police 
and patrol the city with their CCTV vans or on foot. 
�
Councillor Royston Smith, Cabinet Member for Economic 
Development and Regeneration, said: “Our City Patrol Officers 
are making a real difference in                                                           
Southampton. Not only do they                                                     
work effectively to resolve  
anti-social incidents in our                                                               
communities, they are the public                                                    
face of the council and help us                                                         
build relationships with residents.  
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      Rev Ian Johnson, 
                  Inner City Team Rector, is retiring and leaving Southampton on  
                 16.12.07. Colleagues from the many voluntary organisations and  
                       partnerships with which he has been involved are warmly  
                               invited to drop in for a farewell tea between 
                                   3.30  – 6.30 pm on Fri 14th December at 

Southampton Voluntary Services 
 Voluntary Action Centre, St Marys St, Southampton 

 
To help with catering please RSVP to  

SVS - T 023 8022 8291  
or email information@southamptonvs.org.uk  

 

 


